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not necessarily those of ODPM

SCOPE OF TALK

Land use planning                                           

Thematic mapping initiative                                 

Identify successes and limitations                         

Draw conclusions
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LAND USE PLANNING

Development Plans                                          

Strategic                                  

Local                                      

Development control                                        

SI and EIA                                                 

Planning guidance

GUIDANCE

Planning Guidance                                               

minerals                                                   

hazards - landslides, subsidence, flooding                               

contaminated land                                          

waste management
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THE PROBLEM

Few planners trained in geosciences

Unaware of importance

Unable to use highly technical material

Little time

Engineering geology BRADFORD 1996
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THE INITIATIVE

To prepare geological information for 

planners              

Commissioned 50 studies                                         

Selected geological/geomorphological

settings                      

Range of planning/development issues

WHAT WAS DONE

Basic mapping where needed                                 

Collection of existing data                                

- site investigation reports, 

- mine plans,

- well and borehole records

Later, geomorphological mapping
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INITIAL THEMES

Mineral resources                                          

Water resources                                            

Engineering characteristics of  

soils

bedrock  

Mined ground                                                    

Slope angle/landslides

Stoke-on-Trent –resources 

(1991)
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Stoke-on-Trent –

resources (1991)

Stoke – Ground 

stability constraints 

(1991)
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Stoke – Ground 

stability constraints 

(1991)

LATER THEMES

Potentially contaminative land uses                                               

Flood potential                                            

Simplified  maps for planners                              

Alert to issues                                            

- Who to ask                                                     

- What to ask
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Applied geological mapping 

in Wigan – key factors 

relevant to planning and 

development (1995)

Applied geological mapping 

in Wigan – key factors 

relevant to planning and 

development (1995)
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IMPROVED APPROACH

Direct involvement of planners in                          

- initial scoping

- throughout work                                                

- designing maps and reports

END OF THE PROGRAMME

“Not role of government”

“ Leave to  - industry, developers, BGS”

Seminar at Geological Society                              

Complete basic geological mapping                           

Terminated but for dissemination

Advice published in 1999 (informal)
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SUCCESSES

Engaged planners in process      

Results fit for purpose                                    

Used by planners for:                                        

- development planning                                         

- control of development                                       

Well disseminated within study areas                            

Databases - long-term value

LIMITATIONS

Expense of map sets                                        

Limited transfer of principles to other 

areas                                                           

Failed to persuade “establishment” of 

importance 

No maintenance                                                  

Limited corporate memory                                        

Not built into administrative procedures
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SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

BGS standard thematic mapping                              

GIS - dynamic mapping, lower costs                                   

Development of DGSM                                        

EIS - direct linkages to planning                                    

RTPI training of planners

CONCLUSIONS

Successful at technical level                              

Limited success at administrative level                         

Need to keep on repeating messages                         

Build into regulation, legislation or 

guidance 

Link to training and CPD for planners.

[Maps kindly provided by BGS)


