
 

 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 December, 2016   11.00am - 16.15pm 
 

Collins Barracks, Benburb Street, Dublin 7 
 

PROGRAMME: 

 

  11.00-11.05 Opening remarks. 

  11.05-11.50 Dr. Matthew Parkes, National Museum of Ireland 

   Climate change at the end of the Ordovician 

  11.50-12.35 Dr. Mike Simms, Ulster Museum and lately on Channel 4 TV  

     Sunny, Rain Later. Climate change in the late Triassic 

 

  12.35-13.45 Lunch break 

 

  13.45-14.30 Prof. Pete Coxon, Trinity College Dublin 

   Rapid and dramatic climate changes in the Quaternary:  

            glacial-interglacial cycles in the last 2.6 million years 

  14.30-15.15 Mr. Nigel Monaghan,National Museum of Ireland  

            The road to extinction – how animals are affected by  

            Quaternary climate change 

   15.15-16.00 Dr. Kieran Hickey, University College Cork  

            Contemporary and future climate change in Ireland 

   16.00-16.15 Closing remarks. 

 

Tea/coffee will be available from 10.30am.  Lunch available at the Museum Café 
 
There will be a mall charge €5 to help cover costs. 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 

Please register at: Ireland@ougs.org  or s.pyne@upcmail.ie  

Ireland Branch 

The Open University 

Geological Society 

mailto:Ireland@ougs.org
mailto:s.pyne@upcmail.ie


 

 

ABSTRACTS 

Dr. Matthew Parkes, National Museum of Ireland, Natural History Division 

Climate change at the end of the Ordovician 
 
Multiple lines of evidence indicate that there was a major glaciation event at the end of 
the Ordovician, mostly during the Hirnantian Stage, which caused a mass extinction of 
much marine life. This talk will look at causes and effects of this global event and 
examine some evidence from Irish successions such as at Portrane, Co. Dublin, and at 
the Chair of Kildare. 
 
 
Dr. Mike Simms, Ulster Museum and lately on Channel 4 TV  
Sunny, Rain Later. Climate change in the late Triassic 
 
The climate during much of the Triassic traditionally was considered to have been fairly 
arid across much of Pangaea. In the late 1980s evidence began to emerge for a 
relatively short period of much higher rain fall across Europe that appeared 
synchronous with a major extinction event, but it was almost two decades before the 
idea became widely accepted. 
 
 
Prof. Pete Coxon, Trinity College Dublin 
Rapid and dramatic climate changes in the Quaternary: glacial-interglacial cycles 
in the last 2.6 million years 
 
 
Mr. Nigel Monaghan, National Museum of Ireland, Natural History Division 
The road to extinction – how animals are affected by Quaternary climate change 

 

The collections of the National Museum of Ireland include extensive samples of bones 
of Irish mammals that have been used to study extinction and local extirpation of 
species over the last 40,000 years. In addition to Irish animals, the museum deals with 
everything from dodos to rhinos that have been affected by human activities in recent 
millennia and continue to be threatened today.  
 
 
Dr. Kieran Hickey, University College Cork  
Contemporary and future climate change in Ireland 
 
This lecture will explore contemporary climate change in Ireland especially temperature, 
precipitation and wind. It will also critically examine the projections of future climate 
change for Ireland and their potential implications including sea level rise. 
 
 
 
 
 

OUGS Ireland Branch Website: ougs.org/ireland  

Collins Barracks Website: museum.ie/Decorative-Arts-History 
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