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IGA EXCURSION
Saturday 28th September 2024

Peter Lewis Memorial Gold Panning Excursion to 
The Meetings, Avoca, Co. Wicklow

Leader: Owen McFadden (TU Dublin)

[image: ]

Past President of IGA, the late Peter Lewis
 
This annual excursion is an opportunity to remember our friend Peter, who is greatly missed by those who had the pleasure to be involved with the IGA when he was involved. He would be delighted to know that we’re still inspiring geologists to be their own prospectors and welcoming members old and new to experience a fun day out together, enjoying one of Peter's favourite past times, gold panning.
 
Everyone will have the chance to pan for gold and witness a small sluice in action in the field. Learn how to pan like a pro, or for a bit of fun. There is always a chance of finding a nugget (or a grain) of gold, creating your own Eureka moment!
 
When? Saturday 28th September 2024, 11am.
 
Where? The Meetings Hotel, R752, Knockanode, Co. Wicklow.
 
Google Pin https://maps.app.goo.gl/EtPYs35shQFfy91Q7
Grid ref.  52.884750, -6.233172
 
N.B. Please note:- do not confuse this location with the bus stop called ‘The Meetings’ which is also listed on Google Maps. The bus stop is at a different place. Use the link above for navigation on Google Maps and you will be directed to the correct location. Parking is available on the main road to either side of the hotel.
What to bring: Wellies, gloves, and appropriate clothing to keep warm. If you have your own gold pan, then bring it along.
 
Register by clicking HERE   before 26th September.
Numbers are limited to 15 so please register early. There will be a waiting list and we will advise you if you’re on this following completion of the registration form.
 
Contact:
stephen.carrington@gmail.com
Mobile 086 2201 600

Acknowledgements: The IGA is most grateful to the Geological Survey of Ireland for the loan of pans and sieves for this event.

Leader: Owen McFadden (TU Dublin)
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Owen is a seasoned educator with a B.Sc. in Biotechnology and an M.Sc. in Science Communication, bringing over 25 years of experience in lecturing at the third level. While his academic background is not in geology, his passion for the subject has developed through extensive fieldwork, global travel, and recreational exploration. Hailing from Donegal but residing for three decades near the Dublin Mountains, Owen has cultivated a special appreciation for geological formations and processes, which he is eager to share with fellow enthusiasts.
A proponent of heuristic learning, Owen has consistently integrated field-trip-based methodologies into his syllabi across a diverse range of programs. He believes that some of the most profound learning occurs through participant interaction during field excursions, where shared experiences deepen understanding of geological concepts.
In recent years, Owen's geological pursuits have been enriched by his young son, Evan, who has developed a fascination with prospecting, hydrology, and the intricacies of rocks. Together, they have participated in various IGA excursions, including notable trips to Donegal, the Wicklow Mountains, and the Glen of the Downs, where they explored unique geological features such as Tufa and the Donegal batholith.
Their adventures have also included gold panning. Although they have yet to discover a significant gold deposit, the four flakes they have collected serve as cherished tokens of their outings, particularly those with our gold finding mentor Frank Clissmann, who introduced them to the art of gold panning. Their first encounter with Frank and the IGA at Bohernabreena in 2022 ignited Evan's passion for geology, a journey that has continued to flourish.
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